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Welcome to Hosei University. I understand that while for many of you Hosei University was your first choice,
for some of you it was not. You also arrived here through different examination paths and experiences. And you
may each have your own reasons for pursuing a university education.

But I would like to tell you that none of that matters now that you have become part of the Hosei community.

We pledge to support you. We will offer strong educational opportunities, a wide range of domestic and
international experiences, and many kinds of activities through which you can develop valuable life skills and
perspectives. Hosei University is a wonderful place. I can say this with confidence, having taught generations of
motivated and talented students here for nearly thirty years.

To make the most of your time at Hosei University, and to build a foundation for life after graduation, I invite
you to step out of your comfort zone and take a proactive approach to your university life. Study deeply and
broadly. Learn eagerly from your professors and from one another. Be open-minded, but also think critically.
Engage in discussion calmly, listen to different viewpoints, and form your own position. Ask questions when you
do not understand. Do not settle for easy answers.

You can do all of this because you are rookies here. And rookie status comes with privileges. As rookies, you
have the right to try new things. You are allowed to make mistakes, even to fail, and to ask for help whenever you
need it. I was a rookie last year, and I can speak from experience.

Hosei University is a place where you can fully spread your wings and reach your full potential — if you seize
the opportunities and make use of the support we offer.

Hosei University is also committed to creating a diverse, equitable, and inclusive environment for everyone. The
fact that someone like me — a woman with roots overseas who was educated from kindergarten through graduate
school outside Japan — has been elected president clearly shows that Hosei University embraces diversity, equity,
and inclusion, true to our Charter, Practical Wisdom for Freedom, and to our founding spirit of freedom and
progress.

So plunge in and make the most of your years at Hosei University. A university education is not only about
preparing for a career. It is also about discovering who you are, how you think, and how you will contribute to
society.
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